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REPORT TO ROTHERFIELD GREYS PARISH COUNCIL JAN 2022  
FROM CLLR DAVID BARTHOLOMEW  
 
GENERAL OCC REPORT 
 
LARGE RISE IN COUNCIL TAX PROPOSED 
 
The previous Conservative-led administration had put in place a Medium-Term Financial 
Strategy featuring a maximum of a 4% increase in Council Tax for 22/23. The new left-wing 
administration is proposing to increase this by a quarter to 5%. They intend to use the extra 
increase to fund a variety of proposals including £0.83m on climate action, £4.4m extra for adult 
social care, a £0.8m subsidy on assessed care needs, £1.2m extra on Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and £1.15m extra on children’s social care. The extra 1% 
increase in Council Tax could potentially be avoided altogether as the council has received an 
unexpected and generous grant of £6.1m from central government, equivalent to 1.5% Council 
Tax. My mailbox is dominated by issues relating to roads and drains and I am disappointed that 
there is no mention of these matters in the preliminary budget statement, which can be found at 
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/budget-202223/ 
 
LEFT-WING ADMINISTRATION BANS MEAT & DAIRY PRODUCTS FROM EVENTS 
 
The left-wing administration moved a motion at the Full Council meeting on 14th December to 
ban meat and dairy products from all council-catered events and meetings. I recognise that 
veganism is a choice to be respected and moved an amendment to say that a vegan option 
should always be available at council events and meetings, but meat and dairy products should 
not be banned. My amendment was not accepted and the ruling parties forced the proposal 
banning meat and dairy products through. The decision has to be ratified by Cabinet and I 
would urge those who believe in freedom of choice and those who wish to support our local 
farmers to lobby Cabinet Members. Their email addresses are on the OCC website. 
 
OXFORDSHIRE AT TOP OF RECYCLING TABLE FOR EIGHTH YEAR 
 
For the eighth year in a row, residents in Oxfordshire have topped the table nationally when it 
comes to recycling, reusing, and composting. Oxfordshire County Council has once again been 
named the best performing county council waste disposal authority in England. In 2020-21, 
residents recycled, reused, or composted 59.5 per cent of their household waste, an increase 
on the previous year’s figure of 58.8 per cent, according to government figures. The total 
amount of household waste produced in Oxfordshire was 310,479 tonnes for 2020/2021. And 
186,052 tonnes were reused, recycled and composted, which created a carbon benefit of 
126,603 tonnes of CO2e compared to disposing of it through landfill. Oxfordshire’s five district 
and city councils, which operate the kerbside collections, also achieved excellent results in their 
national categories. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse came second and fourth 
respectively, while West Oxfordshire, Cherwell, and Oxford City were all in the top performing 
25 per cent. 
 
MAKE HENLEY SHINE CAMPAIGN (ILLUMINATING HENLEY BRIDGE) 
 
A campaign in support of illuminating Henley Bridge is gaining momentum, resulting in positive 
noises coming from OCC, according to the Henley Standard. However, I am aware that many 
parish councils and residents are in support of ‘dark skies’ and are opposed to unnecessary 
illumination and consequent light pollution; indeed, this is my own view. Provisionally, I intend to 
OPPOSE the illumination proposals but welcome input from parish councils before coming to a 
final decision. 
  
 



Page 2 of 2 

SPECIFIC REPORT FOR ROTHERFIELD GREYS 
 
MAKE HENLEY SHINE CAMPAIGN (ILLUMINATING HENLEY BRIDGE) 
 
Should the PC wish to make its views known to officers, the relevant emails are: 

paul.fermer@oxfordshire.gov.uk for transport/infrastructure aspects 
nick.mottramr@oxfordshire.gov.uk for culture/heritage aspects 
sarah.gilbert@oxfordshire.gov.uk for energy/climate change aspects 
 
Should the PC wish to make its views known to Cabinet Members, the relevant emails are: 

tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk Cabinet Member for Highways Management 
neil.fawcett@oxfordshire.gov.uk Cabinet Member for Cultural Services 
pete.sudbury@oxfordshire.gov.uk Cabinet Member for Climate Change Delivery and 
Environment 
 
PAVEMENT THROUGH VILLAGE  
 
I was contacted by the clerk in November in relation to re-opening the discussion about a 
footpath through the village. I provided contact details but please let me know if I can assist 
further. As a reminder, OCC has previously indicated it could not justify funding such a footpath, 
so the parish would need to draw on its own resources, perhaps CIL monies. 
 
CONTACTING THE COUNTY COUNCIL BY TELEPHONE 
 
I have received a complaint that it is difficult to find the OCC general enquiries telephone 
number. The number is: 01865 792422. I have raised this issue with officers and they have 
acknowledged they need to improve the website. 
 
ABANDONED VEHICLE 
 
I have received a complaint about an abandoned vehicle. This needs to be reported on 
FixMyStreet which has a specific section devoted to this matter. 
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